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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

Thank you for inviting me to this wonderful event  - the17th  Tauranga 
Multicultural Festival. I am delighted to be here. On this occasion I would 
like to say a few words about Poland and its role in developing cultural 
links through mutual enrichment and understanding. 

Poles have a lot to offer thanks to our history. This year Poland 
celebrates the 1050th anniversary of Christianity. Crucial for our special 
heritage was Poland’s location in the heart of Europe, at the crossroads 
of cultures and civilizations: Latin, Byzantine and to some extent Asian. 
Along with diverse ethnic groups that settled in Poland over the 
centuries came their cultures, languages, music, art and culinary 
specialties. 

Poland actively promotes the core values underlying its identity in our 
relations with other countries and in international politics. Moreover, the 
strong identity enabled Polish citizens to develop the concept of freedom 
and solidarity as an example to other nations. 

Having in mind many Polish migrants over the centuries, I would like to 
mention my compatriots – artists, scientists, travellers – who through 
their work, attitude and social activities have contributed to the 
enrichment and development of societies throughout the world. 

 
Here in New Zealand the Polish presence started in 1872, when early 
settlers arrived in Otago and Taranaki. In fact, the very first Polish trails 
were recorded one hundred years earlier, when the Polish scientist 
Johann Forster accompanied captain James Cook during his 2nd journey 
to the Pacific and New Zealand.  

Very significant to our history and often described as a milestone in our 
bilateral relations is a group of Polish children of Pahiatua, who arrived 
at the Wellington Port in November 1944. Through the decades, we 
observed other groups of migrants who came to these shores mostly in 
the 80s, prior to the collapse of communism in Europe. 



Therefore today the more than seven-thousand-strong Polish community 
has been perfectly assimilated with their new homeland, while proudly 
cultivating the achievements of their home country in various aspects of 
life. Poles promote their rich and attractive traditions, which are met with 
great interest. 
 
Before I conclude I am pleased to say that in July Poland will host the 
World Youth Day. His Holiness Pope Francis will meet with more than 
two million young pilgrims from all over the world, including New Zealand 
and the Pacific Islands.  

Best wishes and enjoy this wonderful festival. I am sure it will be great. 
The beauty of culture knows no boundaries. 

 


